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Containers are unloaded from ships at the Port of Oakland in 2016. China accounts for 31 percent of imports 
and exports at the port, which handled $48.3 billion in trade last year and supports 73,000 local jobs. 


Port of Oakland sees 
growth amid turmoil 


Little impact so far from U.S., China levies 
— imports rise, expansion moves forward 


By Roland Li 


West Coast ports are bracing for 
a possible trade war with China, 
even as they hope for a sammer 
boom. 

A report last week by a task 
force at the Port of Oakland, 
which handles the bulk of in- 
ternational sea trade in the Bay 
Area, declared that future higher 
tariffs were a “wild card.” The 
port says it has seen little impact 
to date from the levies on steel, 
aluminum and agricultural prod- 


ucts recently announced by the 

Trump administration and China. 
“Weve seen a peak season pat- 

tern of steady volume growth over 


the last three years,” John Driscoll, 


the port’s maritime director, said 
in a statement. “We expect that to 
continue in 2018, but we can’t be 
sure yet what will happen with 
international trade policy.” The 
port expects a 2 percent annual 
increase in containerized imports 
from August to October, typically 
the busiest period of the year. 
According to government data, 


China accounts for 31 percent of 
imports and exports at the Oak- 
land port, which handled $48.3 
billion in trade last year and sup- 
ports 73,000 local jobs. 

This month, the administration 
announced a 25 percent tariff on 
$34 billion in imports from China 
to take effect July 6; an additional 
$16 billion could be subject to 
future tariffs. China announced its 
own retaliatory tariffs on a similar 
amount of U.S. exports to the 
country, which prompted Presi- 
dent Trump to threaten possible 
sanctions on another $200 billion 
in Chinese goods. 

The Port of Oakland said 
Thursday that it couldn’t immedi- 

Oakland continues on A10 


Cold-case 
suspect is 
found at 
home dead 


Former guard eyed in ’74 
Stanford chapel slaying 
shoots himself, police say 


By Lauren Hernandez 
and Michael Cabanatuan 


A suspect in the gruesome cold-case slaying 
and sexual assault of a young woman 44 years 
ago in Stanford Memorial Church shot himself 
to death Thursday as sheriff’s deputies sur- 
rounded his San Jose home, law enforcement 
officials said. 

The death of Stephen Blake Crawford — who 
was long eyed in the case after telling investiga- 
tors he discovered the body of 19-year-old Arlis 
Perry — could bring a conclusion to one of the 
Bay Area’s most vexing murder mysteries. 

Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith said 
DNA found on a piece of Perry’s clothing ulti- 
mately tied Crawford to the grisly crime. 

Thursday’s shooting occurred about 9:30 a.m. 

Perry continues on A11 


Dems eye drastic 
measures to block 
Trump court pick 


By John Wildermuth 


Democrats across the country already are 
scuffling over the best way to play what’s likely 
to be a losing hand when it comes to blocking 
President Trump’s as-yet-unnamed nominee to 
replace retiring Supreme Court Justice Antho- 
ny Kennedy. 

For state Sen. Kevin de León, who is chal- 
lenging fellow Democrat Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
in the November election, Democrats must 
“vocally reject any and all consideration of this 
president’s Supreme Court nominee,” even if 
ties up the Senate until Trump is up for re- 
election in 2020. 

Feinstein, however, is taking a different tack, 

Senate continues on A8 


Berkeley illegally stalling 
project, developer attests 
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Teenager declared brain-dead 


By Peter Fimrite 


A developer who has been 
fighting for five years to build 
housing in a Berkeley parking 
lot that American Indians say is 
part ofa sacred shellmound 
accused the city Thursday of 
trying to eviscerate a new state 
law that allows affordable 
housing projects to be fast- 
tracked. 

In March, the developer, 
Blake Griggs Properties of 
Danville, became the first in the 
state to invoke SB35, authored 
by state Sen. Scott Wiener, 
D-San Francisco, that allows 


in 2013 has died, family says 


Weather 
Patchy fog, 
residential developers to by- then mostly By Rachel Swan 
pass local environmental re- sunny. H ighs: 
view processes in exchange for poe a The teenager at the center of 


providing more affordable 
units. The developer expects 
the city to approve the project 
within 180 days — by Sept. 4, it 
said, as required by SB35. 

The 260-unit project, 
planned for a parking lot across = 
the street from Spenger’s Fresh 


Fish Grotto in West Berkeley, ——§—4 
would dedicate half its units to ——- 
low-income residents, defined =r 
as those earning 80 percent of = 
the median income for the area, | S 
or $80,400 for a family of four. E o 
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an impassioned debate over 
how to define death has died, 
according to her family’s law- 
yer. 

More than four years have 
passed since something went 
wrong after 13-year-old Jahi 
McMath underwent throat 
surgery at UCSF Benioff Chil- 
dren’s Hospital Oakland. 

Jahi initially seemed fine 
after the procedure, then blood 
began gushing from her mouth 
and nose. Later she went into 
cardiac arrest and was de- 


Jahi McMath 
had been on 
life support 
after being 
declared 
brain-dead 
when throat 
surgery went 


awry. 


clared brain-dead. 

Refusing to accept that pro- 
nouncement, Jahi’s family kept 
her on life support in New 
Jersey, which makes exemp- 
tions for death determinations 
that violate religious beliefs. 

A San Francisco attorney 
who represents the family said 
she died at 9 p.m. last Friday 
from bleeding due to liver 
failure and a brain injury 
caused by a lack of oxygen. 
Christopher Dolan, who has 
worked pro bono for the family 
since 2013, said the state of 
New Jersey is issuing a death 

Jahi continues on A8 
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